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bomber from a sister ship was able to ex-
plode two torpedoes in the Kalinin Bay’s 
wake about 100 yards astern, and the ship’s 5-
inch gun deflected another from a collision 
course with her stern. 

Battered and bloody, the U.S. force sailed 
south, but there still would be little respite 
for the Kalinin Bay and her surviving sister 
ships. Little more than an hour later, at 1050, 
they cam under concentrated attack from 
kamikzae aircraft, the suicide bombers of 
World War II. Four kamikazes dived at the 
Kalinin Bay. Two of the airplanes were shot 
down at close range. The third crashed into 
one side of the flight deck, damaging it 
badly. The fourth destroyed the aft port 
stack. 

It was finally over by 1130 hours. The ships 
and planes of ‘‘Taffy 3,’’ with some help from 
the planes of another unit, ‘‘Taffy 2’’, had 
cleared the air of enemy planes and had de-
nied the powerful Japanese force entry into 
the Gulf of Leyte. 

MacArthur’s beachhead was safe. 
The price had been high. Five of ‘‘Taffy 

3’s’’ 13 ships had been sunk—two carriers, a 
destroyer and two destroyer escorts. Hun-
dreds of American sailors had died. The 
Kalinin Bay counted five dead among her 60 
casualties, plus considerable structural dam-
age. 

During the hours of intense, furious fight-
ing, the gunnery officer of the Kalinin Bay 
never wished he was back in that office in 
Chicago. 

The Kalinin Bay managed to make it to 
New Guinea for temporary repairs. The ship 
was back in the States by late November and 
he transferred off as it awaited further work. 
Shipmates had died in several battles. He 
had been frightened at times and his faith in 
God had been tested. But he had come 
through without a scratch and with his faith 
stronger than ever. 

‘‘You realized your Christian faith was the 
most important thing you could have,’’ he 
would say. ‘‘In combat I felt like I was sent 
there for a purpose. I felt like God’s hand 
was holding me the whole time; I really did.’’

He was ready for his next assignment. 
It was to the Midway, a much larger air-

craft carrier that soon was to be commis-
sioned at Newport News, VA. The idea was 
for the Midway to sail around the Horn and 
into the Pacific, where it would be a power-
ful additional force. By the time the Midway 
was commissioned September 10, 1945, that 
assignment was unnecessary. Gen. Mac-
Arthur had accepted Japan’s unconditional 
surrender on September 2 aboard the Battle-
ship Missouri in Tokyo Bay. The war was 
over. 

The Midway would have a lasting impact 
on his life, though. A fellow naval officer 
needed tickets to the commissioning cere-
mony for house guests, and he was glad to 
oblige. Among the guests he met the lovely 
young woman from Tuscaloosa who would 
become his wife. 

They married shortly after he got out of 
the Navy. Duty done and a bit older, the 
young man who had loved his country so 
much that he was determined to fight for it 
turned his attention to a successful business 
career; helped raise two beautiful daughters, 
and became a highly respected community 
leader. 

He became a stalwart of this church, a 
wise, practical leader who has given of him-
self, grown and thrived on his ability to seek 
and receive more insights. His faith has been 
unwavering, even during the painful ordeal 
of one daughter’s untimely death. 

People who know him will tell you he is a 
man of high intelligence, great character, 
impeccable integrity, calm consistency and 
complete credibility. They will also tell you 
he hard-working, caring, considerate, loyal 

and a Southern gentleman in the best sense 
of that definition. 

He’s a man who still greatly loves his fam-
ily and his hometown and the United States 
of America and what it stands for, what he 
fought for. 

A patriot. 
A man who reminds us in his modest, unas-

suming way that patriotism isn’t some mys-
terious, exotic condition. It is simple and 
fundamental and powerful. It springs from 
fervent love for your country, love for free-
dom. It is in your heart and spirit and ac-
tions, just like it always has been in his. 

This sanctuary hasn’t lacked for patriots 
and heroes to sit in its pews to worship God 
over the decades. Many who fit that descrip-
tion are here today, as you are most Sun-
days. 

I salute you. And I salute Harlan Meredith, 
who story I’m sure some of you recognized. I 
also thank him for his graciousness in shar-
ing it with me, at my request, so I could 
share it with you today. 

Incidentally, Harlan and Mary Anne have 
been married for 57 years now. That’s worth 
a salute, too. Our church, community and 
country has been blessed to have people like 
Harlan, and you. 

This, too, is a special time in our country’s 
history. Again we are at war. Almost every 
day more of our soldiers pay the ultimate 
price for our country, leaving saddened sur-
vivors to live with the aftermath. It makes 
this Independence Day weekend all the more 
meaningful. I pray it also makes us all the 
more thankful for our blessings. 

And the United States of America truly 
has been blessed these 227 years, perhaps 
most of all with the courageous, hard-work-
ing, God-loving people who have built and 
maintained this great country of liberty and 
justice. People who have been willing to sac-
rifice and fight for it, as so many continue to 
do today. Patriots. 

We aren’t perfect as a country. But to the 
extent mere humankind can be, the good 
part of the United States of America is both 
the light and the hope of the world. May God 
bless you; may God continue to bless Amer-
ica; and may we never forget from Whom our 
blessings flow. 

I don’t think Harlan Meredith ever has.∑

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:41 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2754. An act making appropriations 
for energy and water development for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2004, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 2691. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of the Interior and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The message also announced that the 
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills:

S. 246. An act to provide that certain Bu-
reau of Land Management land shall be held 
in trust for the Pueblo of Santa Clara and 
the Pueblo of San Ildefonso in the State of 
New Mexico. 

H.R. 733. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to acquire the McLoughlin 
House in Oregon City, Oregon, for inclusion 
in Fort Vancouver Historic Site, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 2330. An act to sanction the ruling 
Burmese military junta, to strengthen Bur-
ma’s democratic forces and support and rec-
ognize the National League of Democracy as 
the legitimate representative of the Burmese 
people, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 2754. An act making appropriations 
for energy and water development for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2004, and for 
other purposes: 

H.R. 2691. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of the Interior and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time:

S. 1434. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to accelerate the increase 
in the refundability of the child tax credit, 
and for other purposes.

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated:

POM–221. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Assembly of the State of Nevada relative to 
payments for the detrimental effects of fed-
erally held lands in Nevada; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 6
Whereas, An average of 52 percent of the 

land in 13 western states is held by the Fed-
eral Government, while the Federal Govern-
ment holds an average of only 4.1 percent of 
the land in the remaining 37 states; and 

Whereas, In Nevada, approximately 87 per-
cent of the land, which amounts to approxi-
mately 61 million acres, is held by the Fed-
eral Government; and 

Whereas, In 15 of the 17 counties in Nevada, 
more than 50 percent of the land is held by 
the Federal Government, and in 4 of the 17 
counties, more than 90 percent of the land is 
held by the Federal Government; and 

Whereas, The management and control of 
such an extensive amount of the land in Ne-
vada by the Federal Government has had 
substantial adverse effects on Nevadans; and 

Whereas, When the Territory of Nevada 
was admitted to statehood on October 31, 
1864, the Federal Government provided the 
newly admitted state with 2 sections of land 
in each township for the benefit of common 
schools, which amounted to 3.9 million acres, 
while other states that were subsequently 
admitted to statehood received 4 sections of 
land in each township for the benefit of com-
mon schools; and 

Whereas, In 1880, it was necessary for Ne-
vada to agree to exchange its 3.9 million 
acres for only 2 million acres of its own se-
lection as Nevada had an immediate need for 
public school revenues and the land origi-
nally granted by the Federal Government to 
Nevada for common schools was not pro-
viding sufficient revenue because it included 
many undesirable sections that were on 
steep mountainsides or salt flats, the sec-
tions of the land could not be received from 
the Federal Government until they were sur-
veyed and only a small fraction of the land 
had been surveyed and sold; and 
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Whereas, The disproportionately small 

amount of land received from the Federal 
Government for the benefit of common
schools contributes only a small amount of 
revenue for the schools in Nevada in com-
parison to other states, and places and exces-
sive burden on the financial resources of 
each county in Nevada; and 

Whereas, Because the land held by the Fed-
eral Government is exempt from property 
taxes, the management and control of such 
an extensive amount of land in Nevada by 
the Federal Government has the effect of 
worsening the tremendous fiscal burdens ex-
perienced by counties in Nevada for those 
counties with a considerable amount of fed-
erally held land located within their bound-
aries; and 

Whereas, The annual impact of this prop-
erty tax exemption in the western states has 
been estimated at billions of dollars, which 
greatly hinders the ability of those western 
states, including Nevada, to develop and 
prosper economically; and 

Whereas, In 1976, Congress enacted Public 
Law 94–595, which is codified as 31 U.S.C. 
§§ 6901 to 6907, inclusive, and as amended, is 
commonly known as the Payments In Lieu 
of Taxes Act; and 

Whereas, The Act requires the Federal 
Government to make annual payments to 
local governments to compensate the local 
governments for the loss of revenue they ex-
perience because of the presence of land 
within their boundaries that is held by the 
Federal Government; and 

Whereas, Congress appropriates money 
each year that the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment distributes to each of the 17 counties in 
the State of Nevada pursuant to several stat-
utory formulas set forth in the Act; and 

Whereas, The annual payments received by 
the counties in Nevada pursuant to the Act 
are significantly less than the annual rev-
enue that those counties could collect from 
property taxes if the land held by the Fed-
eral Government were privately held; and 

Whereas, From the inception of the pay-
ments in 1977 to the end of the 2001–2002 Fis-
cal Year, the money appropriate by Congress 
has been insufficient to provide full payment 
to the counties in Nevada pursuant to the 
statutory formulas; and 

Whereas, Even though Nevada is the state 
with the second highest percentage of land 
held by the Federal Government, Nevada 
only ranks as the eighth highest state in 
terms of the amount of the payments it re-
ceives from the Bureau of Land Management 
pursuant to the Act because the statutory 
formula set forth in 31 U.S.C. § 6903 is based 
in part on the population of the local govern-
ment that will be receiving the payments, 
and 14 of the 17 counties in Nevada have pop-
ulations that are less than 50,000; and 

Whereas, Another example of the adverse 
effects of the management and control of the 
extensive amount of land in Nevada held by 
the Federal Government is the management 
and control of the Nevada Test Site, which 
was established in December 1950, by Presi-
dent Truman, upon the recommendation of 
the Atomic Energy Commission, as the loca-
tion at which nuclear weapons testing would 
be conducted within the continental United 
States; and 

Whereas, Approximately 5,470 square miles 
of federally held land in Nevada was used to 
provide: 

1. The Nevada Test Site, which is owned 
and controlled by the United States Depart-
ment of Energy and encompasses approxi-
mately 1,350 square miles of desert and 
mountainous terrain, an area which is larger 
than the State of Rhode Island; and 

2. An additional 4,120 square miles of un-
populated land area surrounding the site 
which was withdrawn from the public do-

main for use as a protected wildlife range 
and for a military gunnery range; and 

Whereas, More than 1,100 nuclear weapons 
tests were conducted at the Nevada Test 
Site, located 65 miles northwest of Las Vegas 
Nevada, before the Limited Test Ban Treaty, 
which effectively banned atmospheric test-
ing of nuclear weapons, was signed on Au-
gust 5, 1963; and 

Whereas, While the primary mission of the 
Nevada Test Site has been the testing of nu-
clear weapons, after the signing of the Lim-
ited Test Ban Treaty in 1963 and the initi-
ation of a voluntary worldwide moratorium 
on nuclear weapons testing in 1992, the Ne-
vada Test Site has been used for other pur-
poses, including, without limitation, haz-
ardous chemical spill testing, emergency re-
sponse training, conventional weapons test-
ing, conducting studies relating to waste 
management and environmental technology, 
and storing low-level waste; and 

Whereas, In 1978, the United States Depart-
ment of Energy established two Radioactive 
Waste Management Sites at the Nevada Test 
Site which have received approximately 21 
million cubic feet of low-level waste for dis-
posal from 1978 until the present, making the 
Nevada Test Site one of the largest regional 
low-level waste storage facilities in the 
country; and 

Whereas, Because the Nevada Test Site is 
centrally located within the Death Valley re-
gional ground-water flow system, which in-
cludes much of southern Nevada and the 
Death Valley region of eastern California, 
the residents of Nevada and California are 
subject to risks from subsurface contami-
nants that may be transported from the Ne-
vada Test Site by ground water as a result of 
past and future activities conducted at the 
Nevada Test Site; and 

Whereas, The residents and resources of 
Nevada may be exposed to additional risks 
because most of the ground water leaving 
the ground-water flow system is limited to 
local areas where geologic and hydrologic 
conditions force ground water upward to-
ward the surface to discharge at springs and 
seeps; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the 
State of Nevada, Jointly, That the members 
of the 72nd Session of the Nevada Legislature 
hereby urge Congress to: 

1. Authorize the transfer of land in Nevada 
from the Federal Government to the State of 
Nevada in the amount necessary to provide 
Nevada with the same amount of land re-
ceived by the states that received 4 sections 
of land for the benefit of common schools 
upon admission to statehood; 

2. Either: 
(a) Amend 31 U.S.C. § 6906 to provide per-

manent funding in the amount necessary to 
carry out the Payments In Lieu of Taxes Act 
as set forth in 31 U.S.C. § § 6901 to 6097, inclu-
sive; or 

(b) Appropriate for distribution to the 
counties in the State of Nevada a sufficient 
amount of money each fiscal year to provide 
the entire amount of the payments required 
by the statutory formulas set forth in the 
Payments In Lieu of Taxes Act; 

3. Amend 31 U.S.C. § 6903 by deleting the 
current population-based statutory formula 
and replacing it with a provision that au-
thorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
compensate the counties in Nevada and the 
local governments of other states in an 
amount that is equal to the amount that 
those counties and other local governments 
would be able to collect in property taxes if 
the land held by the Federal Government 
were privately held; and 

4. Either: 
(a) Authorize the transfer of an additional 

5,470 square miles of land in Nevada and any 
water rights appurtenant thereto from the 

Federal Government to the State of Nevada 
to fairly compensate Nevada for the approxi-
mately 5,470 square miles of land that were 
withdrawn from the public domain for the 
purpose of establishing the Nevada Test Site; 
or 

(b) Appropriate for distribution to the 
State of Nevada the amount of money nec-
essary to fairly compensate Nevada for the 
approximately 5,470 square miles of land that 
were withdrawn from the public domain for 
the purpose of establishing the Nevada Test 
Site and any detrimental effects to that land 
and to the Death Valley regional ground-
water flow system that resulted from the ac-
tivities conducted at the Nevada Test Site; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly prepare and transmit a copy of this 
resolution to the Vice President of the 
United States as presiding officer of the 
United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, the Secretary of 
the Interior, the Secretary of Energy, the Di-
rector of the Bureau of Land Management 
and each member of the Nevada Congres-
sional Delegation; and be it further 

Resolved, That this resolution becomes ef-
fective upon passage. 

POM–222. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to a 
special highway appropriation amendment; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 5
Whereas, DeSoto, Concordia, and More-

house parishes have been declared economi-
cally deprived areas; and 

Whereas, DeSoto, Concordia, and More-
house parishes are attempting to help them-
selves economically with ambitious, 
parishwide projects for industrial develop-
ment; and 

Whereas, successful industrial develop-
ment requires good, four-lane highways and 
other infrastructure; and 

Whereas, the DeSoto Industrial Board has 
proposed to the voters, to be decided on Oc-
tober 20, 2001, what is tantamount to a 6.5 
mills ad valorem tax to finance up to three 
major industrial parks; and 

Whereas, plans have already been approved 
to build a four-lane bridge over the Sabine 
River on U.S. Highway 84 at Logansport, 
Louisiana; and 

Whereas, a four-lane highway connecting 
I–49 to the four-lane U.S. Highway 59 leading 
to Houston, Texas, and beyond, would pro-
vide a tremendous economic boom to Lou-
isiana, Texas, and the nation; and 

Whereas, to four-lane a highway on U.S. 
Highway 65 in Clayton, Louisiana, in 
Concordia Parish north to the Arkansas 
state line and to four-lane a highway on U.S. 
Highway 425 from Bastrop in Morehouse Par-
ish to the Arkansas state line would provide 
a tremendous economic boom to one of the 
most economically depressed areas in the 
state and the nation: Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Louisiana Legislature 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to support a special highway appro-
priation amendment to four-lane approxi-
mately forty miles of U.S. Highway 84 from 
I–49 near Mansfield, Louisiana, to Tenaha, 
Texas, where it intersects U.S. Highway 59, 
which is four-laned to Houston, Texas, and 
to four-lane U.S. Highway 65 in Clayton, 
Louisiana, in Concordia Parish north to the 
Arkansas state line and four-lane U.S. High-
way 425 from Bastrop in Morehouse Parish to 
the Arkansas state line, be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
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the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

PM—223. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Wis-
consin relative to the twenty-seventh year of 
military occupation of Cyprus; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 11
Whereas, the Republic of Cyprus has been 

divided and occupied by foreign forces since 
1974, in violation of United Nations’ resolu-
tions; and 

Whereas, the international community and 
the U.S. government have repeatedly called 
for the withdrawal of all foreign military 
forces from the territory of Cyprus; and 

Whereas, there are internationally accept-
able means to resolve the situation in Cy-
prus, including demilitarization and the es-
tablishment of a multinational force to en-
sure the security of both communities in Cy-
prus; and 

Whereas, a peaceful, just, and lasting solu-
tion to the Cyprus problem would greatly 
benefit security, as well as the political, eco-
nomic, and social well-being of all Cypriots, 
while contributing to improve relations be-
tween Greece and Turkey; and 

Whereas, the United Nations has repeat-
edly stated the parameters for such a solu-
tion, most recently in the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1217, which was 
adopted on December 22, 1998, with United 
States support; and 

Whereas, the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1218 adopted on Decem-
ber 22, 1998, calls for reduction of tensions in 
the island, through a staged process aimed at 
a limited and then substantially reduced 
level of all troops and armaments in Cyprus, 
ultimately leading to the demilitarization of 
the Republic of Cyprus; and 

Whereas, President Bush wholeheartedly 
supported resolution 1218 and committed 
himself to taking all necessary steps to sup-
port a sustained effort to implement it; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the senate, That the member of 
the Wisconsin senate endorse President 
Bush’s commitment to undertake significant 
efforts in order to promote substantial 
progress towards a solution of the Cyprus 
problem in 2001, so that all in Cyprus may 
enjoy rights and freedoms regardless of their 
ethnic origins; and, be it further. 

Resolved, That the senate chief clerk shall 
provide a copy of this resolution to the presi-
dent and secretary of the U.S. Senate, to the 
speaker and clerk of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, and to each member of the con-
gressional delegation from this state attest-
ing the adoption of this resolution by the 
2001 senate of the state of Wisconsin. 

POM–224. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Assembly of the State of Nevada relative to 
prescription drugs in the Medicare program; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15
Whereas, Prescription medications are 

vital to health care today; and 
Whereas, Medicare represents a critically 

important source of health insurance for 
older residents of Nevada and for residents of 
Nevada with certain disabilities, and the 
coverage provided through Medicare does not 
provide coverage for prescription drugs; and 

Whereas, Most beneficiaries of Medicare 
who seek coverage for prescription drugs are 
required to obtain private or public supple-
mental coverage to cover prescription drugs; 
and 

Whereas, According to the results of a 
study conducted by the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons (AARP) and con-

tained in the AARP Public Policy Issue Brief 
#IB41, consisting primarily of data collected 
in 1999 and based on an average of the dif-
ferent levels of income as a percentage of the 
federally designated level signifying poverty, 
beneficiaries of Medicare who are 65 years of 
age or older spent an average of approxi-
mately $2,500 per year, or 19 percent of their 
income, on out-of-pocket health care ex-
penses; and 

Whereas, According to the AARP study, 
prescription drugs constitute the largest 
component of out-of-pocket spending on 
health care by beneficiaries of Medicare, 
averaging approximately 17 percent of the 
total out-of-pocket spending on health care 
and accounting for more than the costs of 
physician care, vision services and medical 
supplies combined; and 

Whereas, According to the study, the total 
spending on prescription drugs in the United 
States grew by approximately 13 percent per 
year between 1993 and 2000 and is expected to 
grow by approximately 12 percent per year 
through 2011; and 

Whereas, According to the study, bene-
ficiaries of Medicare made up approximately 
15 percent of the population in 1999, but ac-
counted for approximately 40 percent of the 
total spending on prescription drugs in the 
United states; and 

Whereas, According to the study, bene-
ficiaries of Medicare with supplemental cov-
erage for prescription drugs are at risk of 
losing such coverage, as evidenced by a de-
crease of coverage of prescription drugs of-
fered by certain employers from 31 percent in 
1997 to 24 percent in 2001 and a decrease of 
coverage offered under certain Medicare 
plans for prescription drugs from 65 percent 
in 1999 to 50 percent in 2002; and 

Whereas, Many older or disabled residents 
of Nevada who receive Medicare benefits can-
not afford supplemental coverage for pre-
scription drugs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the 
State of Nevada, Jointly, That the members of 
the 72nd Session of the Nevada Legislature 
urge Congress to provide a comprehensive 
universal plan for the uniform coverage of 
prescription drugs within the Medicare pro-
gram that will provide beneficiaries of Medi-
care with stable access to prescription drugs 
on a voluntary basis, without extraordinary 
out-of-pocket costs and without unreason-
able premiums, deductibles or copayments; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the program of prescription 
drug coverage for Medicare beneficiaries 
should have no requirement relating to the 
use of state funds now used for existing 
State programs; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly prepare and transmit a copy of this 
resolution to the Vice President of the 
United States as the presiding officer of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and each member of the Nevada 
Congressional Delegation; and be it further 

Resolved, that this resolution becomes ef-
fective upon passage. 

POM–225. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Michigan relative to 
tariff rate quotas for the importation of dry 
milk protein concentrates; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 9
Whereas, The dairy industry has been sig-

nificantly impacted in recent years by the 
rising use of dry milk protein concentrates 
(MPCs). The technology that makes possible 
the ultrafiltration process that separates 
proteins and the other components of milk 
was not fully developed when the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was 

finalized in 1994. As a result, there are al-
most no restrictions on the importation of 
MPCs. This is causing serious damage to the 
domestic dairy industry; and 

Whereas, According to the General Ac-
counting Office report on dairy products, the 
volume of MPC imports grew from 805 metric 
tons in 1990 to 44,878 in 1999. The quotas set 
under GATT in 1994 are clearly not com-
prehensive enough for the forms in which 
some dairy products are imported today. 
Foreign exporters are known to blend dairy 
proteins for the purpose of circumventing ex-
isting tariff rate quotas; and 

Whereas, In the 108th Congress, legislation 
has been introduced to establish tariff rate 
quotas for MPCs. With the enactment of leg-
islation to close this loophole, American ag-
riculture will be able to complete on a more 
equal basis. The overall benefits, to our na-
tional economy and the domestic dairy in-
dustry, will strengthen a vitally important 
industry and restore the stability of the 
marketplace; now, therefore, be it 

Resoloved by the house of representatives (the 
senate concurring), That we memorialize the 
Congress of the United States to enact legis-
lation to provide for tariff rate quotas for 
dry milk protein concentrates that are 
equivalent to the import quotas currently in 
place on other dairy products; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–226. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to 
relief of the cost for prescription drugs in the 
Medicare program; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 106
Whereas, Medicare is the largest program 

providing medical and health-related serv-
ices to America’s poorest people; and 

Whereas, seniors make up thirteen percent 
of the population but account for forty-two 
percent of the country’s spending on medi-
cines; and 

Whereas, in Louisiana in 2001, thirteen per-
cent of those enrolled in Medicare were el-
derly; and 

Whereas, last year the drug industry raised 
prices an average of four percent, twice the 
rate of inflation: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
hereby memorializes the United States Con-
gress to pass legislation giving relief from 
high prescription drug prices to seniors on 
Medicare; be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Congress of the United States and to each 
member of the Louisiana congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–227. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the of the 
Legislature of the State of Louisiana rel-
ative to social security benefits for those re-
ceiving benefits from federal, state, or local 
government retirement systems; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 178 
Whereas, the Congress of the United States 

has enacted both the Government Pension 
Offset (GPO), reducing the spousal and sur-
vivor social security benefit, and the Wind-
fall Elimination Provision (WEP), reducing 
the earned social security benefit for persons 
who also receive federal, state, or local re-
tirement; and 
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Whereas, the intent of Congress in enact-

ing the GPO and WEP provisions was to ad-
dress concerns that public employees who 
had worked primarily in federal, state, and 
local government employment receive the 
same benefit as workers who had worked in 
covered employment throughout their ca-
reers, thereby providing a disincentive to 
‘‘double dipping’’; and 

Whereas, the GPO affects a spouse or sur-
vivor receiving federal, state, or local gov-
ernment retirement benefits who would also 
be entitled to a social security benefit 
earned by a spouse; and 

Whereas, the GPO formula reduces the 
spousal or survivor social security benefit by 
two-thirds of the amount of the federal, 
state, or local government retirement ben-
efit received by the spouse or survivor, in 
many cases completely eliminating the so-
cial security benefit; and 

Whereas, the WEP applies to those persons 
who have earned federal, state, or local gov-
ernment retirement benefits, in addition to 
working in covered employment and paying 
into the social security system; and 

Whereas, the WEP reduces the earned so-
cial security benefit using an averaged in-
dexed monthly earnings formula and may re-
duce social security benefits for such persons 
by as much as one-half of the uncovered pub-
lic retirement benefits earned; and 

Whereas, because of these calculation 
characteristics, the GPO and WEP have a 
disproportionately negative effect on em-
ployees working in lower-wage government 
jobs, like policemen, firefighters, and teach-
ers; and 

Whereas, these provisions also have a 
greater adverse effect on women than on 
men because of the gender differences in sal-
ary that continue to plague our nation; and 

Whereas, Louisiana is making every effort 
to improve the quality of life of her citizens 
and to encourage them to live here life-long: 
Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to review the GPO and WEP 
social security benefit reductions and to con-
sider eliminating them; be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica, to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation, and to the school 
boards of Beauregard, Rapides and Vernon 
parishes. 

POM¥228. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to 
Section 418(d)(6)(C) of Title 42 of the United 
States Code; to the Committee on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 182
Whereas, Section 418(d)(6)(C) of Title 42 of 

the United States Code applies to the states 
of Alaska, California, Connecticut, Florida, 
Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mex-
ico, New York, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, 
Washington, and Wisconsin and allows each 
of these states to divide the retirement sys-
tem or systems established by the state or 
any political subdivision thereof into two 
parts; and 

Whereas, one of the two parts of any such 
divided retirement system is composed of 
members who desire to participate jointly in 
both the state, statewide, or local retirement 
system and the federal social security sys-
tem and the second part of any such divided 
retirement system is composed of members 
who desire to participate solely in the state, 
statewide, or local retirement system but 
not in the federal social security sytem; and 

Whereas, the due process clause of the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States has been held to contain an 
equal protection component, vesting all citi-
zens of the United States with the right to 
equal protection of the laws of this country; 
and 

Whereas, the provisions of Section 
418(d)(C)(6) of Title 42 of the United States 
Code confer certain rights on the citizens of 
twenty-one states, while simultaneously de-
priving the citizens of the state of Louisiana 
of the same rights without expressly stating 
a compelling reason for the unequal treat-
ment of those citizens who are deprived of 
their constitutional right to equal protec-
tion under that law. 

Whereas, the United States Congress is 
currently considering United States House 
Resolution No. 743 which would add the state 
of Kentucky to the state allowed to have a 
divided retirement system: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Louisiana Legislature 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to amend the provisions of Section 
418(d)(6)(C) of Title 42 of the United States 
Code to allow the state of Louisiana the 
right to divide the retirement system or sys-
tems established by the state or any polit-
ical subdivision thereof into two parts, the 
first part being composed of members who 
desire to participate jointly in both the 
state, statewide, or local retirement system 
and the federal social security system and 
the second part of any such divided retire-
ment system to be composed of members 
who desire to participate solely in the state, 
statewide, or local retirement system but 
not in the federal social security system; be 
it further 

Resolved, The members of the Louisiana 
Congressional delegation are hereby urged 
and requested to take action to include the 
state of Louisiana in the states permitted to 
have a divided retirement system, either by 
amending House Resolution No. 743 or other 
federal legislation; be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–229. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State 
of Louisiana relative to tax credits for diesel 
and gasoline refined from wood bio-mass; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 145
Whereas, gasoline and diesel fuel for vehic-

ular use are in short supply and constitute a 
sizable portion of domestic petroleum con-
sumption; and 

Whereas, in light of greenhouse effects pro-
duced during refining operations, all refining 
methods and materials should be considered 
by producers of gasoline and diesel fuel; and 

Whereas, under current federal laws and 
regulations, producers of gasoline and diesel 
fuel refined from corn and grain are eligible 
to receive federal motor fuels tax credits; 
and 

Whereas, wood bio-mass is now being used 
in increasing instances by producers of gaso-
line and diesel fuel in their refining process; 
and 

Whereas, under current federal laws and 
regulations, producers of gasoline and diesel 
fuel refined from wood bio-mass are not eli-
gible to receive federal motor fuels tax cred-
its; and 

Whereas, the granting of federal motor 
fuels tax credits for diesel and gasoline re-
fined from wood would have a positive effect 
on the environment and increase the avail-
ability of fuel for vehicular use: Therefore be 
it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
hereby memorializes the Congress of the 
United States to support any proposed fed-
eral laws, rules or regulations that would 
grant federal motor fuels tax credits for die-
sel and gasoline refined from wood bio-mass 
materials; be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana Congres-
sional Delegation. 

POM–230. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan relative to restoring 
proposed cuts to the 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Centers Program; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 55
Whereas, The proposed federal budget in-

cludes a $400 million cut in the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers program for 
after-school programs; and 

Whereas, The proposed cut undermines the 
goals of the ‘‘No Child Left Behind’’ Act to 
help children succeed academically and en-
hance their reading and writing skills; and 

Whereas, The proposed cut would directly 
affect programming for over 20,000 high-risk 
youth in Michigan, through an estimated 
$15,688,256 loss of funding; and 

Whereas, Many research studies indicate 
that children who consistently attend after-
school programs have better peer relations, 
emotional adjustment, conflict resolution 
skills, grades, and conduct compared to 
those children not involved in programs; and 

Whereas, Juvenile crime soars in the hours 
immediately after the bell rings, and after-
school programs prevent juvenile delin-
quency and victimization of youth; and 

Whereas, 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Centers actively engage parents as part-
ners in their children’s education and seek to 
strengthen the bonds between home and 
school; and 

Whereas, 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Centers in Michigan are successful in re-
ducing school absenteeism, improving read-
ing scores, and providing a safe place for 
children during peak juvenile crime hours; 
and 

Whereas, 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Centers align their curriculum with the 
school day curriculum through fun and ex-
perimental learning activities; and 

Whereas, The state of Michigan has begun 
the implementation of the 21st Century Com-
munity Learning Centers and sees these cen-
ters as one of the best sustainable means to 
offer quality after-school programs to the 
greatest number of high-risk youth in the 
state; and 

Whereas, On April 10, 2003, the Michigan 
House of Representatives, knowing the value 
of after-school programs, passed House Reso-
lution 26, on the ‘‘Michigan After-School Ini-
tiative,’’ to call for the creation of a task 
force to assess the status of after-school pro-
gramming in Michigan and to develop a plan 
to ensure access to after-school programs for 
every school-age child in Michigan; and 

Whereas, 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Centers promote an active level of com-
munity partnership and collaboration among 
providers to best serve children; and 

Whereas, Polls show that 92% of Americans 
believe there should be organized activities 
for children and teens during after-school 
hours: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the house of representatives; 
That we memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to restore the proposed $400 
million cut to the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers program; and be it further 
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Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 

transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 
Adopted by the House of Representatives, 
July 1, 2003. 

POM–231. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to 
partial birth abortions; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 68
Whereas, partial birth abortion shall mean 

an abortion in which the person performing 
the abortion partially vaginally delivers a 
living fetus before killing the fetus and com-
pleting the delivery; and 

Whereas, in a partial birth abortion, the 
physician pulls the baby out of the womb 
and into the birth canal, leaving the head 
lodged just inside the cervix; and 

Whereas, the physician then punctures the 
base of the skull and inserts a catheter into 
the wound, removing the baby’s brain and 
causing the skull to collapse; the physician 
then completes the delivery of the now-dead 
baby; and 

Whereas, although partial birth abortions 
are usually performed in the fifth and sixth 
months of gestation, the procedure has been 
used in the third trimester of pregnancy; and 

Whereas, experts agree that with current 
medical technology, a normal fetus in the 
twenty-first week of gestation is capable of 
sustaining life outside the womb; and 

Whereas, under both federal and most state 
laws, a live birth occurs when a baby is en-
tirely expelled from the womb, shows any 
signs of life, and is developed enough to be 
sustained outside the womb with neonatal 
medical assistance; and 

Whereas, it is estimated that three thou-
sand to five thousand partial birth abortions 
are performed annually, sometimes in the 
seventh month or later; and 

Whereas, although the procedure is some-
times performed in cases of fetal disorders or 
maternal distress, many partial birth abor-
tions are performed on healthy babies of 
healthy mothers: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Louisiana Legislature 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to vote to ban partial birth abor-
tions; be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the residing officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–232. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan relative to the Fed-
eral Prison Industries; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 37
Whereas, In 1934, Federal Prison Industries 

(FPI) was created as a government corpora-
tion. This system operates more than 100 fac-
tories, utilizes more than 20,000 inmate 
workers, and compiles total sales of approxi-
mately $500 million annually from over 150 
products; and 

Whereas, While the role that FPI plays in 
promoting the development of marketable 
skills among inmates has clear merits, this 
operation enjoys unfair advantages over pri-
vate sector manufacturers. Even beyond the 
obvious wages and benefits advantages in-
mate workers offer, other factors favor FPI. 
This is especially true through certain gov-
ernmental procurement policies, including a 
‘‘mandatory source’’ requirement that se-
verely limits competition; and 

Whereas, Michigan is harmed significantly 
by the advantages FPI has over private man-
ufacturers, especially within the furniture 
industry. Thousands of Michigan workers 
have lost their jobs in recent years, and the 
favorable policies for FPI are major contrib-
uting factors in these job losses; and 

Whereas, In the past, legislation has been 
considered in Congress to address directly 
the issue of the preferential treatment af-
forded FPI in bidding for government con-
tracts. This unfair situation needs to be cor-
rected to preserve jobs and the restore fair-
ness in the marketplace; now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved by the house of representatives, 
That we memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to enact legislation that 
would remove the unfair advantages that 
Federal Prison Industries has in competition 
for business; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

POM–233. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan relative to the rati-
fication of an amendment to the Constitu-
tion to prohibit desecration of the American 
flag; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 80
Whereas, Throughout our history, the 

American flag has held a unique place of re-
spect and affection among our people. This 
symbol of our shared ideals and aspirations 
has taken on even greater meaning in the 
wake of the September 11, 2001, attacks and 
through our growing appreciation of the suf-
fering of the men and women who have made 
immeasurable sacrifices to preserve our lib-
erties; and 

Whereas, In recent years, there has been 
considerable debate over the idea of extend-
ing constitutional protection to the flag. The 
people of our country strongly support estab-
lishing special protections for our national 
symbol. Extending this status to our most 
cherished symbol would only accord due rec-
ognition to a unique component of our na-
tional identity; and 

Whereas, Debate on the issue of creating a 
constitutional amendment to prohibit dese-
cration of our flag often centers on what 
constitutes freedom of expression and free 
speech. In this discussion, it is important to 
realize that a prohibition on flag desecration 
would not eliminate or restrict other ave-
nues of expression or protest. Thoughtful 
citizens do not equate providing protection 
for the flag with the removal of freedom of 
speech any more than laws generally provide 
acceptable limits of behavior for the com-
mon good; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to adopt and submit to the 
states for ratification an amendment to the 
United States Constitution to prohibit the 
desecration of the American flag; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted:

By Ms. COLLINS, from the Committee on 
Governmental Affairs, without amendment: 

S. 481. A bill to amend chapter 84 of title 5, 
United States Code, to provide that certain 
Federal annuity computations are adjusted 
by 1 percentage point relating to periods of 
receiving disability payments, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 108–108).

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr. 
HAGEL, and Mr. BINGAMAN): 

S. 1432. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking 
Water Act to establish a program to provide 
assistance to small communities for use in 
carrying out projects and activities nec-
essary to achieve or maintain compliance 
with drinking water standards; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, and Mr. GREGG): 

S. 1433. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to provide assistance in imple-
menting cultural heritage, conservation, and 
recreational activities in the Connecticut 
River watershed of the States of New Hamp-
shire and Vermont; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DASCHLE (for Mrs. LINCOLN): 
S. 1434. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to accelerate the increase 
in the refundability of the child tax credit, 
and for other purposes; read the first time. 

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. DEWINE, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 1435. A bill to provide for the analysis of 
the incidence and effects of prison rape in 
Federal, State, and local institutions and to 
provide information, resources, rec-
ommendations, and funding to protect indi-
viduals from prison rape; considered and 
passed. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. GRAHAM of Florida, Mr. 
DASCHLE, and Mr. JOHNSON): 

S. 1436. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a deduction for 
State and local sales taxes in lieu of State 
and local income taxes, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 253 

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the 
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 253, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to exempt qualified cur-
rent and former law enforcement offi-
cers from State laws prohibiting the 
carrying of concealed handguns. 

S. 788 

At the request of Mr. HOLLINGS, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 788, a bill to enable the United 
States to maintain its leadership in 
aeronautics and aviation. 

S. 788 

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
788 , supra. 

S. 982 

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
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